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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont from Page 1


       


If we find some of God's words less than sweet because our hearts are not open and receptive to our responsibilities, then it's not likely that we'll even understand the meaning of the words we need to understand. Adopting a resistant attitude is a sure way to cut ourselves off from the comprehension of God's words (John 8:43,44).


If we are eager to hear what God has to say, however, and if we are also eager to do as He instructs (James 1:21, 22), then we will certainly be able to understand all that we need to understand. And not only that, but we will become hard-working, thorough students of the Scriptures. We will be more than dabblers in God's word. Perhaps we shall even be able to identify with the well-known words of Martin Luther: "I study my Bible as I gather apples. First, I shake the whole tree that the ripest might fall. Then I shake each limb, and when I have shaken each limb, I shake each branch and every twig. Then I look under every leaf."


Make it the first morning business of your life to understand�some part of the Bible clearly, and make it your daily business�to obey it in all that you do understand.


John Ruskin


(Word Point – Gary Henry)








     Facebook (FB) is a social networking website that connects 500 million people worldwide.  Many Christians have FB pages (including this writer).  As with most other things, FB can be a benefit to or blight upon one’s spiritual life.  Please carefully consider your use of FB (or any other social networking site) to see if you have chosen to be God’s friend (John 15:14).


     Faith on Facebook.  Some brethren are using FB as an effective tool to advance the gospel of Christ.  I know brethren who post daily Scripture readings, spiritual songs with comments, and regular Bible study articles.  Some post links to Bible study material and their congregation’s website.  There are Bible study groups on FB, too.  All of these shows FB can be a great tool to help you spread the gospel of Christ and have a godly influence for truth and righteousness.  We commend these efforts to you.


     Folly on Facebook.   Sadly, there is also a great deal of sin and danger on FB.  Christians are not immune  to its temptations.  Pride and arrogance, anger and hate, gossip and backbiting, immodesty and profanity – all these and more are among the sins that can be observed and participated in on FB.  Why is FB so popular?  What makes people post things on FB they would not otherwise say or do?  What are some of the follies of FB?


     1)  FB presents a false sense of freedom from accountability.  Typing away on a keyboard can lull you into thinking that whatever you write and post is just “keeping it real” and that you are “just being yourself” – and “that’s always a good thing”.  Well, not if the “words of (your) mouth and the meditation of (your) heart” are not acceptable to God (Psa. 19:14).  Some things should neither be thought nor spoken (Matt. 12:35).   We must remember Jesus said, “every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.  For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned” Matt. 12:36-37).  That goes for FB postings, too.


     2)  FB offers an apparent removal of moral restraints.  I’m not sure whether FB gives one the feeling that moral restraints do 








effect and the reach of written words.  Once written and published, words can do much good or great harm.  I try to be thoughtful and careful with what and how I write, knowing my words will outlive me.  FB (along with all the other social networking sites --- plus email, for that matter), makes it very easy to thoughtlessly write without considering the consequences.  Mothers used to tell their daughters not to write anything in your diary you don’t want others to read.  Now, everyone’s diary is open to everyone else on FB!  If you ridicule someone, you have become arrogant and unloving.  If you post profanity and join in coarse joking, you have lowered yourself to join the word in the sewer of vulgarity (Eph. 4:29; 5:3-34).  If you post unfounded rumors, malicious gossip and tale bearing, you have left the land of brotherly love and crossed over into the land of bitterness and malice (Eph. 4:31-32).


6)  FB can consume your time.  We must be good stewards of our time (Eph. 5:16).  FB can be addicting; stealing away hours of productivity in school, on the job and in the kingdom of Christ.  The next time you feel the urge to post a message to a friend, why not call them up instead?  I’m sure they would love to hear your voice.  Now that’s a novel idea! (Prov. 27:17).


    A word to parents.  Do you know what your child is posting on FB?  If not, find out.  You wouldn’t let your child bring a stranger into your home without your knowledge and permission.  Do not let them indiscriminately bring strangers into their lives on FB.  Adolescent brains are not fully developed yet to be able to completely assess actions and consequences.  Don’t be naïve, don’t make assumptions, but get the facts.  Such knowledge is vital in order to train your children in the way they should go (Prov. 22:6).


_______________________________





With no intentions to demonize “Facebook”, I would encourage each of you to read this article


			JP


			





Facebook:  Faith or Folly


By Joe R. Price








not apply when posting, or if the postings on FB indicate that one’s moral restraints have already been removed.  Probably both.  Either way, the result is sin and disgrace.  Photos of Christians immodestly dressed provocatively display attitudes of worldliness.  We are not to love the world (1 John 2:15-17).  Christians must deny ungodliness and worldly lusts to live “soberly, righteously and godly in this present world” (Titus 2:12).  FB reveals that some Christians are failing to use moral restraint in word and deed.  FB is seen as a tempting “escape” from the bonds of morality imposed by the gospel.  Brother or sister in Christ, if you are on FB, be sure your speech is pure and your photos are decent!  And, that those posted on your page are, too.  You should have zero tolerance here.   Delete the offensive posting and remove “friends” who are not decent.  Guard your influence (1 Cor. 15:33).


     3)  FB holds up privacy to public display and discussion.  Some of the things on FB are, frankly, mundane.  Who in the world is interested that I “ate my Wheaties” or am “headed to bed”?  God’s word says, “He who has knowledge spares his words, and a man of understanding is of a calm spirit.  Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; When he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive” (Prov. 17:27-28). It may be time for some Christians to sign off of FB and at least be considered perceptive.


4)  FB provides the perfect venue for those without tongue control.  FB makes it easy to exercise “loose lips” (or in this case, loose fingers).  All kinds of disruptions, distortions, evil surmising, gossip and rumor mongering has found its way onto FB. And that means these sins have already found their way into the hearts, the thinking, the attitudes, the language and the conduct of those who post such destructive words.  Instead of carefully choosing words, FB makes it


easy to post before you think.  And that gets you into trouble.  Remember, great forest fires begin with a small spark (Jas. 3:5).  So, don’t light the match; Post the truth in love (Eph.. 4:15).


    5)  FB lends itself to mindless chatter – and worse.  As someone who writes for public consumption and criticism, I am aware of the 





Longing for Whatever God Says


How sweet are Your words to my taste,�Sweeter than honey to my mouth!


Psalm 119:103


There is a strong, vibrant link between loving God and longing for His word. If Scripture study is nothing to us but an obligation or a chore, we ought not to be so bold as to say that we love God or that we take Him seriously. It is no less true with God than with anyone else: we are delighted to receive communications from those whom we love. "This is the love of God," John wrote, "that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome" (1 John 5:3).


The problem that many religious people have, however, is that while God's words are sweet to our taste in general, we shrink away from the parts of His word that we ourselves most need to hear. Thus our three goals should be: to long for God, to long for what He says, and to long for whatever He says!


There happens to be a quite practical reason why we should be open to whatever God says. As J. I. Packer has pointed out, "One of the many divine qualities of the Bible is this: that it does not yield its secrets to the irreverent or censorious."		      Cont. on Page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





 Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Ron Wood fell last week and


 suffered a bad cut on his hand ;


 Jack and Joyce Green; Jack recovering 


from shoulder surgery. Joyce has back problems;


Sam Adams, back problems; Elaine Clem now 


at home recovering from knee surgery; 


Mrs. Alice Frasier; Chris Jackson; David 


Nash; Collins Boakye ; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother has cancer. Valerie McClendon


Recovering from surgery.


Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift, both are in poor


health and while they long to be at services, can


not. Cards would lift their spirit. 


Remember those who are traveling. Prey for all


of our babies.


Expecting mothers:  Kelly Craven _______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Garrett Douthitt


 Song Leader----Anthony Lynch


Lord's Supper---Adam Kreis


   Asst. 1-----Joe Phillips 


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 4-----Zach Rogers


   Asst. 5-----Zach Adams 


2nd Prayer---Kia Burk


Read Scripture--- Larry Coots


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---Gary Humfleet 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Tramell





Special Service


Led By


Zach Adams





Lord's Supper---Adam Kreis


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---Matt Jones


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Steven Tramell


 Invitation---Garrett Douthitt


 Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














